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Analytic Metaphilosophy

The Analytic Pioneers: Russell, the Early Wittgenstein, and Moore

Bertrand Russell, his pupil Ludwig Wittgenstein, and their 

colleague G. E. Moore – the pioneers of Analytic philosophy –

shared the view that ‘all sound philosophy should begin with an 

analysis of propositions’ (Russell 1992: 9; first published in 1900). 

In Russell and Wittgenstein such analysis was centrally a matter of 

logic. (Note, however, that the expression ‘Analytic philosophy’ 

seems to have emerged only in the 1930s.)



Logical Positivism

We witness the spirit of the scientific world-conception 

penetrating in growing measure the forms of personal and 

public life, in education, upbringing, architecture, and the 

shaping of economic and social life according to rational 

principles. The scientific world-conception serves life, and 

life receives it. The task of philosophical work lies in […] 

clarification of problems and assertions, not in the 

propounding of special “philosophical” pronouncements. The 

method of this clarification is that of logical analysis.

The foregoing passages owe to a manifesto issued by the 

Vienna Circle (Neurath, Carnap, and Hahn 1973: 317f. and 

328). 



Ordinary Language Philosophy

The majority of ordinary language philosophers did hold, 

with Austin, that such analysis was not the ‘the last word’ in 

philosophy. Specialist knowledge and techniques can in 

principle everywhere augment and improve it. But natural or 

ordinary language ‘is the first word’ (Austin 1979: 185; see 

also Analytic Philosophy, section 4a).

The later Wittgenstein did hold, or at least came close to 

holding, that ordinary language has the last word in 

philosophy.



Revival

Normative Philosophy

A metaphysical conception of justice appeals to 

something beyond such contingencies. However: despite 

advocating the political conception, Rawls appeals to an 

‘overlapping consensus’ (his term) of metaphysical 

doctrines. The idea here, or hope, is this (Rawls, section 

3; Freeman 2007: 324–415). Citizens in modern 

democracies hold various and not fully inter-compatible 

political and social ideas. But those citizens will be able 

to unite in supporting a liberal conception of justice.



Revival

History of Philosophy

It can suggest rolesthat philosophy might take today by 

revealing ways in which philosophy has been embedded in 

a wider intellectual and sociocultural frameworks. A more 

radical view, espoused by Charles Taylor (1984: 17) is 

that, ‘Philosophy and the history of philosophy are one’; 

‘we cannot do the first without also doing the second.’



Revival

Metaphysics

Quine saves metaphysics from positivism. More 

judiciously put: Quine’s conception, if correct, saves 

metaphysics from the verifiability criterion (q.v. section 

2.b). For the notion of the web of belief implies that 

ontological beliefs – beliefs about ‘the most general traits 

of reality’ (Quine 1960: 161) – are answerable to 

experience. And, if that is so, then ontological beliefs 

differ from other beliefs only in their generality.



Naturalism

Ontological naturalism holds that the entities treated by 

natural science exhaust reality. Metaphilosophical

naturalism – which is the focus in what follows – asserts a 

strong continuity between philosophy and science. A 

common construal of that continuity runs thus. 

Philosophical problems are in one way or another 

‘tractable through the methods of the empirical sciences’ 

(Naturalism, Introduction). Now, within meta-

philosophical naturalism, one can distinguish empirical 

philosophers from experimental philosophers (Prinz

2008). 



Pragmatism

Humanism notwithstanding, pragmatism 

was not hostile to religion. Dewey could 

endorse religion as a means of articulating 

our highest values. James tended to hold 

that the truth of religious ideas was to be 

determined, at the broadest level, in the 

same way as the truth of anything else. 

Peirce, for his part, was a more traditional 

philosophical theist.



Neopragmatism

‘[N]othing counts as justification unless by 

reference to what we already accept […] 

[T]here is no way to get outside our beliefs 

and our language so as to find some test 

other than coherence’ (Rorty 1980: 178). 

Rorty infers that ‘the notion of 

“representation,” or that of “fact of the 

matter,”’ has no ‘useful role in philosophy’ 

(Rorty 1991b: 2). We are to conceive 

ourselves, or our conceptions, not as 

answerable to the world, but only to our 

fellows.



Post-Analytic

A third characteristic feature of post-Analytic 

philosophy is the rejection of a certain kind of 

narrow professionalism. That sort of 

professionalism is preoccupied with specialized 

problems and tends to be indifferent to broader 

social and cultural questions. One finds a break 

from such narrow professionalism in Cavell, in 

Rorty, in Bernard Williams, and to an extent in 

Putnam.
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Phenomenology

Hence Husserl’s ‘principle of all principles’: 

‘whatever presents itself in “intuition” in 

primordial form […] is simply to be accepted as it 

gives itself out to be, but obviously only within the 

limits in which it thus presents itself’ (Husserl 1931: 

section 24). However, and like various other 

philosophers (including William James and the 

German Idealists), Husserl thinks that experience 

extends beyond what empiricism makes of it. 



Existential Phenomenology

Heidegger’s Being and Time presents the human 

mode of being as ‘being-in-the-world’ and speaks 

not of ‘the subject’ or ‘consciousness’ but of ‘Da-

sein’ (‘existence’ or, more literally, ‘being-there’). 

Merleau-Ponty asserts that we are ‘through and 

through compounded of relationships with the 

world’, ‘destined to the world’ (2002: xi–xv).



Existentialism

These theses indicate that for the existentialist 

philosophy must be practical. It is not, though, that 

existentialism puts ethics at the heart of 

philosophy. That is because a further central 

existentialist idea is that no-one, even in principle, 

can legislate values for another. True, Sartre 

declared freedom to be ‘the foundation of all 

values’ (Sartre 2007: 61); and he wrote Notebooks 

for an Ethics.



Critical Theory

According to Critical Theory, the point of 

philosophy is that it can contribute to a critical and 

emancipatory social theory. The specification of 

that idea depends upon which Critical Theory is at 

issue; Critical Theory is an extended and somewhat 

diverse tradition. Its first generation included 

Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer and Herbert 

Marcuse.



Discourse

The central thesis of the critique of 

functionalist reason is that the system has 

colonized the lifeworld. In order to 

understand the thesis, one needs to 

understand not only the notions of system, 

lifeworld, and colonization but also the 

notion of communicative action and – this 

being the most philosophical notion of the 

ensemble – the notion of communicative 

rationality.



Late Heidegger

Indeed, being is identical to no being or 

being(s) or property or cause of any being(s) 

whatsoever. This distinction is 

‘the ontological difference—the 

differentiation between being and beings’ 

(Heidegger 1982: 17; this statement is from 

Heidegger’s earlier work, but this idea, if not 

quite the term, persists).



Deconstruction

Deconstruction is a ‘textual “operation”’ 

(Derrida 1987: 3). The notion of text here is a 

broad one. It extends from written texts to 

conceptions, discourses, and even practices. 

Nevertheless, Derrida’s early work 

concentrates upon actual texts and, more 

often than not, philosophical ones. The 

reason Derrida puts ‘operation’ (‘textual 

“operation”’) within scare-quotes is that he 

holds that deconstruction is no method.
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Ishraqi

He divided logic into three-parts, rejecting 

Avicenna’s Peripatetic essentialist definition, 

and reducing the number of forms of the 

syllogism. In physics, he rejected Avicenna’s 

hylomorphism, while bodies became 

magnitude with accidents.

His new epistemological perspective led him 

to critique the Avicennan Peripatetic theory 

of definition, to introduce a theory of 

‘presential’ knowledge (mirroring mystical 

intuition), to elaborate a complex ontology of 

lights.



Irfani

To put this in another way, Perfect Man is the 

spirit that animates the cosmos. This is the theme 

that begins the first chapter of Ibn ‘Arabî’s

Ringstones, which explains the manner in which 

Adam—the human being—manifests the wisdom of 

the all-comprehensive name. In a parallel way, he 

writes in the Openings:

The whole cosmos is the differentiation of Adam, 

and Adam is the All-Comprehensive Book. In 

relation to the cosmos he is like the spirit in 

relation to the body. Hence man is the spirit of 

the cosmos, and the cosmos is the body. (Ibn 

Arabi, Futuhat)



Mutaalia

He – Sadra - championed a radical philosophical 

method that attempted to transcend the simple 

dichotomy between a discursive, ratiocinative 

mode of reasoning and knowing, and a more 

intuitive, poetic and non-propositional mode of 

knowledge. He became famous as the thinker who 

revolutionized the doctrine of existence in Islamic 

metaphysics. By critiquing an Aristotelian 

metaphysics which assumed that the basic stuff of 

reality was constituted by substances, he 

initiated a (Neoplatonic) process metaphysics of 

change, founded upon and moved by acts of 

being.



Process

[Iqbal is] great for his passionate 

condemnation of weak will and 

passiveness, his angry protest against 

inequality, discrimination and oppression 

in all forms, i.e., economic, social, 

political, national, racial, religious, etc., 

his preaching of optimism, an active 

attitude towards life and man's high 

purpose in the world, in a word, he is 

great for his assertion of the noble ideals 

and principles of humanism, democracy, 

peace and friendship among peoples.
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Sastra

Kalijaga kreatif menyebarkan filsafat melalui karya

sastra. Dua di antara karya yang bisa kita akses

sampai sekarang adalah “Serat Dewa Ruci” dan “Suluk

Linglung.”

Serat Dewa Ruci merupakan kisah fiksi sehingga

terbuka bagi masyarakat untuk mengubahnya. 

Sedangkan Suluk Linglung berupa sastra puisi non-fiksi

sehingga masyarakat yakin dengan orisinalitasnya. 

Filosofi Kalijaga mengungkapkan hakikat manusia

adalah cahaya putih (bening) yang mudah berbelok

menjadi merah, hitam, atau kuning. 



Integralisme

Armahedi merumuskan integralisme sebagai sebuah

pendekatan yang mengikutsertakan semua kebenaran

yang penting dari beragam disiplin keilmuan. Dalam

paradigma integralisme memegang teguh prinsip

menghormati dan kerja-sama ilmu pengetahuan

beragam menjadi wawasan kemenyeluruhan dalam

memendang sesuatu: baik sains, teknologi, seni, 

filsafat, budaya maupun persoalan agama. 

Integralisme melihat semua sesuatu sebagai

kesatupaduan yang tidak bisa dipecah atau dipisahkan

dari kesepaduan realitas.



Topologi

Apakah “being” lebih prior dari “nothing” atau

sebaliknya?

Untuk menjawab pertanyaan fundamental itu, 

saya mengusulkan topologi guna meberikan

gambaran lebih jelas. Topologi adalah struktur

geometri yang tidak berubah akibat perubahan

bentuk. “Being” adalah realitas fundamental 

tunggal dengan topologi yang sama tetapi

strukturnya bisa berubah dengan dinamis. 

Sehingga, “being” bermanifestasi dalam

keragaman semesta. Atau, justru, “nothing” yang 

memiliki struktur geometri dengan topologi yang 

tetap sama?



Living Philosopher

Sokrates (399 BC): 

Dialog

Kalijaga (1450 -1513):

Budaya

Sadra (1570 – 1640):
Wujud

Kant (1720 – 1804):
Kritik

Heidegger (1889 – 1976):
Mean of Being



Analytic

Chosmsky

Singer

Appiah

Nussbaum

Nagel

Platinga

Askill

Kim

Sander

Scanlon

Dawkin

Dennet

Penrose

Searle

Chalmers

Spivak

Judith

West

Nussbaum (1947 - ) believes there is a crucial role for the 

education system – from early school to tertiary – in 

building a different kind of citizen. Rather than 

economically productive and useful, we need people who 

are imaginative, emotionally intelligent and 

compassionate

Because Appiah (1954 - ) is a cosmopolitan (meaning 

“citizen of the world”), he believes we have just as 

much moral responsibility to our neighbours as we do 

those halfway across the world. Our obligations to other 

people transcend national borders, the same way they 

bypass political ideas and religious beliefs.



Continental

Badiou

Zizek

Malabou

Vattimo

Zabala

Taylor

Negri

Agamben

Habermas

For Badiou (1937 - ), philosophy is inherently 

empty, that is, it has no privileged access to some 

realm of Truth beyond the reach of artistic, 

scientific, political, and amorous thought and 

creation. Therefore, philosophy is conditioned; it is 

conditioned by the conditions as truth-procedures 

and ontology.

Vattimo (1936 - ) is well known for his philosophical style 

of ‘weak thought’ (pensiero debole). ‘Weak thought’ is 

an attempt to understand and re-configure traces from 

the history of thought in ways that accord with 

postmodern conditions. In doing so, the aim of ‘weak 

thought’ is to create an ethic of ‘weakness’



Indonesia

Armahedi

Bambang

Yasraf

Bambang Sugiharto (1956 - ); Persoalan pokok dan

filsafat postmodern -- Bahasa sebagai pusat persoalan --

Metafor sebagai inti bahasa -- Filsafat dan metafor --

Perumusan ulang atas hakikat filsafat.

Yasraf Piliang (1956 – 6);Dunia yang dilipat : tamasya

melampaui batas-batas kebudayaan; Hipersemiotika: 

tafsir cultural studies atas matinya makna; dan Dunia

yang berlari: dromologi, implosi, fantasmagoria.
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